9. OLD BUSINESS

a. Water Quality Issues
6. Information regarding House Bill 559 Elections of SFWMD
members
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From: Jamie Wilson [Jamie.Wilson @ dutkoworldwide.com]

Sent: Wednesday, January 25, 2006 11:11 AM
To:  Crystal Mansell

HB 559 - Water Management Districts

GENERAL BILL by Brummer (CO-SPONSORS) Davis, M.

Water Management Districts: Eliminates provisions for the appointment of members to water management district governing boards; requires
requires vacancies to be filled by gubernatorial appointment; directs the existing governing board of each district to create residence areas of eqL

reguires such elections to be nonpartisan; authorizes board members to amend residence area boundaries under certain circumstances; requires
and a certified copy of such resolution subritted to the Department of State following adoption; provides for inclusion of board members in the S

of an executive director to gubernatorial apgroval and Senate confirmation.

Effective Date: July 1, 2006.

Last Event: Now in Water & Natural Resources Committee on Tuesday, January 10, 2006 1:17 PM

Referred Committees and Committee Actions:
- Water & Natural Resources Committee

- Agriculture 8 Environment Appropriations Committee

- State Resources Council

Related Bills:

{no related bills on record)

There has been no Senate companion bill filed as of this morning.

Jamie

Jamie Wilson
Vice President
Dutko Poole McKinley

106 East College Avenue

1/25£2006
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HB 559 2006

A bill to be entitled
An act relating to water management districts; amending s.
373.0693, F.S.; conforming a crosgss-reference; amending s.
373.073, F.8.; eliminating provisions for the appointment
of members to water management district governing boards;
requiring boafd members to be elected; providing for
staggered terms of office; réquiring vacancies to be
filled by gubernatorial appointment; directing the
governing board of each district to create residence areas
of equal populétion within the district for the purpose of
electing members; requiring such elections to be .
nonpartisan; authorizing board members to amend residence
area boundaries under certain circumstances; requiring'
such amendments to be shown by resolution published for
notice purposes and a certified copy of such resolution
gubmitted to the Department of State following adopticn;
amending =s. 373.079, F.S.; providing for inclusion of-
board members in the Senior Management Service; removing
requirements subjecting employment of an executive
director to gubernatorial approval and Senate

confirmation; providing an effective date.
Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
Section 1. Paragraph (a) of subsection (8) of section-

373.0693, Florida Statutes, is amended to read:

373.06%93 PBasing; basin boards.--
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HB 559 - 2006

28 (8) (a) At 11:59 p.m. on June 30, 1988, the area

29| transferred from the Southwest Florida Water Management District
36| to the St. Johns River Water Management District by change of

31| boundaries pursuant to chapter 76-243, Laws of Florida, shall

32| cease to be a subdistrict or basin of the St. Johns River Water
33| Management District known as the Oklawaha River Basin and said
34| Oklawaha River Basin shall cease to exist. However, any

35| recognition of an Oklawaha River Basin or an Oklawaha River

36| Hydrologic Basin for regulatory purposes shall be unaffected.

37| The area formerly known as the Oklawaha River Basin shall

38| continue to be part of the St. Johns River Water Management

39| District. There shall be established by the governing board of
40| the St. Johns River Water Management District the Oklawaha River
41; Basin Advisory Council to receive public input and advise the

42| 8St. Johns River Water Management District's governing boarxrd on
43| water management issues affecting the Oklawaha River Basin. The
44| Oklawaha River Basin Advisory Council shall be appointed by

45| action of the St. Johns River Water Management District's

46| governing board and shall include one representative from each
47| county which is wholly or partly included in the Oklawaha River
48| .Basin. The St. Johns River Water Management District's governing

49| board member whose residence area includes the area generally

50| designated as the Oklawaha River Basin hydrologic unit euwrrenmteisy
51| servingpursusnt teos—373-073{2){e)}3— shall serve as chair of

521 the Oklawaha River Basgin Advisory Council. Members of the

53| Oklawaha River Basin Advisory Council shall receive no

54| compensation for their services but are entitled to be
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HB 559 - 2006

55| reimbursed for per diem and travel expenses as provided in s.

56| 112.061.

57 Section 2. Section 373.073, Florida Statutes, is amended
58 tc read:

59 373.073 Governing board. - -

60 (1)+a3+ The governing board of each water management

61; district shall be composed of 9 members whe——shail—reside—within
62 E&he-—distriet, except that the Southwest Florida Water Management

63; District shall be composed of 11 members. Each member of the

64| governing board of a water management district shall be a

65 qualified elector of the district in which he or she serves,

66 shall be a resident of the district residence area from which he

67; or she is . elected, and shall maintain that residency throughout
68 the term of office who shall-reside within the distriet Members
69
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HB 559 - 2006

110 (2) Governing board members shall be elected beginning at

111} the 2008 general election for terms of 4 years, but such terms

112} shall be staggered so that, alternately, one more or one less

113 than half of the members elected from residence areas are

114 elected every 2 years. In order to accomplish staggered terms,

115| at the 2008 general election, members in odd-numbered districts

116| shall be elected for two-vear terms. The term of office shall

117{ begin on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in January of

1i8| the year immediately following the general election. A vacancy

119| in office shall be filled by appointment of the Governcr for the

120§ remainder of the term if less than 28 months remaining in the

121: term, otherwise until the first Tuesday after the first Monday

122| in January of the year immediately following the next general

123 election.

124
125
126
127
128
129
130
131
132
133
134
135
136

Page 5 of 13

CODING; Words sticken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb0558-00

wn



FLORIDA H O U S E O F REPREZSENTATIVE S

137
138
138
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156
157
158
153
180
161
162
163
164

HB 559 2006

Page 6 of 13

CODING: Words sireken are delefions; words undertined are additions.
hb0559-00



F L ORI DA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTAT

165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182
i83
184
185
186
187
188
189
190

HB 559

Page 7 of 13

CODING: Words strigken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

I VvV E S

2006

hb0559-00



FLORIDA H C U 8 E O F REPREZSENTATIVE S

191
192
193
194
1595
196
127
198
189
200
201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
212
213
214
215
216
217
218

HB 559 2006

Page 8 of 13

CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.
hb0558-00



FLORIDA H O U S E O F R EPRESENTATI V E S

219
220
221
222
223
224
225
226
227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
2386
237
238
238
240
241
2472
243
244
245
246

HB 559

2006

(3) For the purpose of electing district governing board

members, the existing governing board shall divide each district

- into residence areas, which shall be numbered consecutively and

which shall, as nearly as practicable, be equal in population.

District governing board members shall reside one in each of the

regidence areas,

the areas teogether covering the entire

district, each of whom shall be elected only by the gqualified

electors who reside in the same residence area as the member.

(4) District governing board members shall run in

nonpartisan elections and gualify with the Division of Elections
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HB 559 2006

247| of the Department of State pursuant to the requirements of s.

248| 99.061 for multicounty district office.

249 {5) Once elected members have been seated, the district

2501 governing board may amend the boundaries of any residence area

251| at a meeting of the governing board, provided that:

252 (a} Such amendments shall be made only in odd-numbered

253| years; and

254 (b) No amendment affecting the residence qualifications of

255| an incumbent member shall disqualify such incumbent member

256| during the term for which he or she is elected.

257 (6) Amendments to boundaries of a residence area shzall be

258 shown by resolution published at least once in a newspaper

259| published in the district within 30 days after the adoption of

260| the resolution. A certified copy of the resolution shall be

261| transmitted to the Department of State within 30 days after

262| adoption of the resolution.

263 Section 3. Section 373.079, Florida Statutes, i1s amended
264 to read:

265 373.079 Members of governing board; ocath of office;
266 staff.-- . _
267 (1) Each member of the governing board of the district,

268| before entering upon his or her official duties, shall take and
269| subscribe to an oath, before some officer authorized by law to
270 administer oaths, that the member will homnestly, faithfully, and
271| impartially perform the duties devolving upon him or her in

272| office as member of the governing board of the district to which

273| the member was elected appeinted and that he or she will not
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HB 559

chapter.

not be a member of the governing board, and who
to execute bond for the faithful performance of
duties as the governing board may determine, as
board shall adopt a seal with a suitable device

well-bound book entitled; in effect, "Record of

all employees, and any and all corperate acts,

attorney.

neglect any of the duties imposed upon him or her by this

(2} Immediately after their election appeintment, and
every 2 years thereafter, the governing board shall meet at some

convenient place and choose some suitable person, who may or may

of District," in which shall be recorded minutes of all
meetings, resolutions, proceedings, certificates, bonds given by
| which book shall
at reasonable times be open to the inspection of any citizen of

this state or taxpayer in the district or his or her agent oxr

(3) The chair and members of the board shall be exempt

from part II of chapter 110 and included in the Seniox

2006

may be required
his or her

secretary. Such
and shall keep a

Governing Board

Management Service in accordance with s. 110.205(2) (f) xeeeive
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HB 559 2006

302| commereicl—air—travel—for equivalent—distanees—Fhis subscetion
303| applies—retreoackivelytothe effective date of the eorecationof
304| ecocheofthe—five scparate—woter mopogement—distriets.

305 (4) (a). The governing board of the district is authorized

306 to employ an executive director, ombudsman, and such engineers,
307| other professional ﬁéfsons, and other personnel and assistants

308| as it deems necessary and under such terms and conditions as it
309| may determine and to terminate such employment. Fhe-appointment
310
311

312| Frexida—Senmater The governing board may delegate all or part of
313| its authority under this paragraph to the executive director.

314
315
316
317

318 {(b)1. The governing bocard of each water management

318| district shall employ an inspector general, who shall report
320 directly to the board. However, the governing boards of the

321| Suwannee River Water Management District and the Northwest

322| Florida Water Management District may jointly employ an

323| 1inspector general, or provide for inspector general sexrvices by
324| interagency agreement with a state agency or water management
325| district inspector general.

326 2. An inspector general must have the qualifications

327| prescribed and perform the applicable duties of state agency

328| inspectors general as provided in s.. 20.055.
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HB 559 2006

329 (5) The executive director may emplecy a legal staff for
330| the purposes of:

331 (a) Providing legal counsel to the executive director and
332| district staff on matters relating to the day-to-day operations
333| of the district;

334 (b) Representing the district in all proceedings of an
335| administrative or judicial nature; and

336 (c) Otherwise assisting in the administration of the

337| provisions of this chapter.

338
339| Attorneys employed by the governing board must represent the
340| legal interest or position of the governing board.

341 (6) By resolution the governing board may determine the
342| 1location of its principal office and provide for the change
343| thereof.

344 (7} The governing board shall meet at least once a month
345| and upon call of the chair.

346 Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2006.
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